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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE EUROPEAN GREEN DEAL IN POLAND:
SELECTED ISSUES
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This article deals with selected problems related to the implementation of the European Green Deal (EGD) strategy in Poland.
The first part of the article presents the place and importance of the EGD in the ecological and agricultural policy of the EU. The
second part of the article is an elaboration of selected challenges related to the implementation of EGD in Poland. The goal of the
EGD is for the European Union (EU) to become climate neutral by 2050. Poland began to notice many obstacles to the implementation
of the EGD: the high cost of energy transformation, inflation, low share of renewable energy sources in the economy and the Russian-
Ukrainian war. These are only the first conclusions since the announcement of the EGD idea in the EU. Future research may focus on
solving current and future problems related to the introduction of climate neutrality in Poland.
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Introduction. The subject of this article are selected
problems related to the implementation of the European
Green Deal (EGD) concept in Poland. In recent decades,
around the world, especially in Western Europe and
North America, awareness of the growing threat to the
global environment has grown rapidly. In December
2019, the European Commission presented the idea of
the European Green Deal. It assumes that the European
Union (EU) will achieve climate neutrality by 2050.
The purpose of this article is to present and develop
selected problems of the European Green Deal in
Poland. To achieve this goal, in the following parts of the
paper, an attempt will be made to answer the following
questions: What is the place and importance of European
Green in the agrarian and ecological policy of the
European Union?; What challenges does the European
Green Deal pose for Poland? The starting point for the
article was the analysis of the content of European Union
documents as well as scientific works and opinions in the
field of European studies.

Place and importance of European Green Deal in
the agricultural and ecological policy of the European
Union. The European Green Deal is part of other concepts
strongly related to ecology, agriculture, law, development
and the common economy.
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The EGD is an integral part of the strategy developed
by the European Commission during the term of office of
President Ursula von der Leyen, aimed at implementing
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and
the sustainable development goals themselves [13].
The European Green Deal, in accordance with the activities
of the European Commission, is to additionally support the
establishment of sustainability and well-being of citizens
as a priority of the EU's economic policy [4, point 3].
The EGD action plan also assumes mainstreaming
sustainability in all EU policies [3, p. 4].

Also an integral part of the European Green Deal is the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). In 1962, the CAP was
introduced with the following aims: increasing agricultural
productivity, ensuring a fair standard of living for farmers,
guaranteeing the availability of supplies, stabilizing the
market, establishing a secure supply chain with reasonable
prices and harmonizing competition rules across all
countries [7]. In the years 2021-2027, approximately 40%
of the CAP budget is to be allocated to care for the climate
and the environment.

The European Commission has also presented the
‘Farm to Fork’ concept, which is at the heart of the
European Green Deal. It assumes:

— preservation and restoration of ecosystems,
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— enabling farmers to produce safe, cheaper and
wholesome food,

— guaranteeing farming families
conditions [2, p. 110].

Thanks to this, agriculture and fisheries are to play
an important role in "The Just Transition Mechanism",
i.e. reducing the use of and dependence on pesticides,
fertilizers, antibiotics and the risks associated with them
in order to reduce the use of plant protection chemicals by
50% by 2030 [14, p. 127].

The Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 also has a central
place in the EGD concept. It was presented in 2020 and
assumes, among others:

— protecting at least 30% of the land and sea areas of
the European Union,

— restoration of at least 10% of agricultural land that
contains landscape features of high diversity,

— strengthening measures to protect soil fertility,
reducing soil erosion and increasing the content of soil
organic matter,

— increasing the area of forests by planting at least
3 billion trees by 2030 and ensuring the condition of all
primary forests and old-growth forests in the European
Union,

— restoring significant areas of degraded and carbon-
rich ecosystems by 2030 and reversing the downward trend
in the number of pollinating insects [14, p. 128].

The 'Farm to Fork' and the EU biodiversity strategies,
which were jointly presented by the Commission in 2020,
share multiple goals and targets: for instance the reduction
in the use of pesticides and fertilisers, the restoration of
agricultural land and the management of water [6].

Particularly important from the legislative point of
view for the EGD is the 'Fit for 55' concept, which creates
the EU climate law. It is to adjust the climate, energy,
transport and tax policies of the European Union in order
to reduce net GHG emissions (greenhouse has) by 2030 by

decent living

at least 55% (hence the name of the concept) compared to
the 1990 level. This is to help the European Green Deal
achieve climate neutrality by 2050 [5, p. 3].

Challenges for Poland. The goal of achieving
climate neutrality by 2050 is not equally achievable by
all European Union countries. More developed countries
have declared that they will be able to achieve this goal
earlier, e.g. Finland (until 2035), Austria (until 2040)
and Sweden (until 2045) because they have been using
energy generated by wind or nuclear power plants for a
long time. Poland does not yet have sufficient sources of
renewable energy in its resources. Compared to other EU
countries, Poland will have to make a very big effort to
achieve climate neutrality. According to an economist from
the Polish Economic Institute, Dr. Piotr Arak, Poland will
probably achieve climate neutrality by 2056 [1]. In order
for the Polish economy to be carbon neutral from 2020 to
2050, it requires a contribution of EUR 380 billion, which
is an average increase of approximately EUR 13 billion per
year [10, p. 10]. As part of establishing the EGD in Poland,
the energy transformation is a serious obstacle.

Another problem that is constantly being solved is the
level of share of renewable energy sources in the Polish
economy. Since Poland's accession to the European Union
in 2004, a constant increase in the share of renewable
energy sources in the economy has been noticeable.
One of the most important goals of the EU and EGD
climate policy is the energy transition (Figure 1). Taking
into account the global climate situation and the gradual
depletion of natural resources, it is necessary for Poland
to become independent of fossil fuels as soon as possible
[15, p. 108].

Despite the fact that in 2020 the share of coal in energy
production was lower than 70%, and renewable sources are
beginning to gain importance in energy production, Poland
still remains one of the most expensive energy markets
in Europe [9]. The high costs of transformation will be

Share of renewable energy in gross final energy consumption
(Eurostat: 27/01/2023, time frequency: annual, unit of measure: percentage)
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Figure 1 — Share of renewable energy in gross final energy consumption

8| 155N 1726-8699



EkoHOMiKa NpUPOLXOKOPUCTYBAHHS i €KOJIOr0-eKOHOMiuHi mpoGaemu

particularly felt along with the progressing inflation.
The outlined problems related to carbon dioxide emissions
do not completely obscure the implementation of the
European Commission's assumptions resulting from the
European Green Deal. They show that many strategic
and practical changes still need to be made in order to
reduce the existing obstacles, which include, in particular,
reducing the use of coal in the energy balance, as well
as highlighting and using the potential of renewable
energy sources [9, p. 14]. The European Green Deal is
a huge challenge for Poland, the future should be seen
in the process of balancing production and consumption
[11, p. 275].

Another challenge to the introduction of the European
Green Deal in Poland is caused by the Russian-Ukrainian
war. Due to the sanctions imposed by the European Union
on Russia, oil and gas prices are rising. Even if the war is
over soon, there will still be a lot of demand for oil and
gas in Europe and prices will be high. The high price of
oil will accelerate the electrification of transport, and the
high price of gas as a transition fuel will hinder the energy
transition. Among the priorities of Poland's energy security
is the search for an alternative to gas. The war in Ukraine
generally affects the entire European Union financially.
Due to the military, economic and humanitarian support
for Ukraine, the possibilities of financing the objectives of

the EGD program in Poland and the European Union are
decreasing [12, 88—89].

Conclusions. The aim of the article was a synthetic
elaboration of the place and importance of the European
Green in the agrarian and ecological policy of the European
Union and the challenges facing Poland — the European
Green Deal. It can be seen in the policy of the European
Union that in recent years, and especially during the tenure
of Ursula von der Leyen in the European Commission,
care for climate neutrality is one of the priorities of her
government. The growing threat to the environment, the
climate catastrophe and energy security are key elements
of the current European sustainable development strategy.
Not all countries can reach the level of climate neutrality
by 2050 at the same time. Some countries can do it faster,
while others (e.g. Poland) need more time and financial
resources. In connection with the idea of introducing
the EGD in Poland, the first conclusions, difficulties and
fears that may make it difficult have begun to flow. These
are: high costs of energy transformation; making a big
effort in Poland in a short time; inflation; low share of
renewable energy sources and the Russian-Ukrainian war.
These problems are to be solved by The Just Transition
Mechanism. Further research and analysis on the issue of
implementing the EGD strategy in Poland is needed to
solve current, potential and future problems.
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BIIPOBAJIKEHHSI €BPOIIEMCHKOTI'O 3EJIEHOI'O KYPCY B IOJIBIIII:
OKPEMI IMTAHHA

Mariusz Kierasinski'

L{a cmammsa cmocyembcs okpemux npobnem, nog’sazanux iz enposadicenusam cmpamezii €sponeticokoi 3enenoi yeoou (EGD) y
Pecnyoniyi Honvwa. €sponeiicoka 3enena y2o0a — ye Konyenyis, npeocmasiena npesudenmom €sponeticvkoi komicii Ypcynoio ¢ghon
oep Jlaiten y epyoni 2019 poxy, it memoro € docsenenns kuimamuunoi Hetimpanvrocmi €gponeticokoeo Cow3zy (€C) 0o 2050 poky.
Cmammio po3pobneno na ocnogi ananizy ooxymenmis €sponeiicoroi Komicii ma npayv i 0ymok €8poneticbkux noaimonoeis i exo-
HOMICMIg y 2any3i €8pONeticbKux O00CIIONCEHb, eHepeemuyHOi ma azpapHoi noximuxu. Y nepwiti yacmuni cmammi npeocmagieHo
micye ma 3nauenns EGD 6 exonoeiuniii ma acpapnuiv nonimuyi €C. European Green Deal € negiodinbnoio uacmunoio imwux oyice
saoicnusux cmpamecziii €sponeticvrkoco Corw3sy.: « Cmanuil pozsumox», « Cninvna cinecokozocnooapcvka nonimuxay, «Farm to Forky,
«Biodiversity Strategy» ma «Fit for 55». [pyea wacmuna cmammi — ye po3podxa eubpanux npoobnem, nog a3aHux i3 6npoea0HCeHHAM
Esponeiicvroi 3enenoi yeoou ¢ Ilonvwi. Bapmo 36eprymu ysazy Ha pisHuil pieeib eKOHOMIUHO20 po36umKy okpemux kpain €C. Jlesxi
Kpainu, maxi sk Qinnandisa, Aecmpin ma [lleeyis, 3aaensoms npo 0ocsieHeHHs Kaimamuunol HeumpanvHocmi 0o 2050 poky. /esxi
exoHomicmu egadicaroms, wo Ilonvwa mooce docaemu Kuimamuunoi Helmpanvhocmi 0o 2056 poky, wjo modsce 3a6a0umu CRiibHOMY
npaenennio €gponeticokoco Coio3y 00 yiei memu. IHwi exonomicmu cmeepodcyroms, wo Ilonvwya modce 0ocsemu KiiMamuyHoi Heti-
mpaneHocmi, AKWO WopiuHo Ha yi yini eudinamume npubausno 13 minvapoie espo. Y Ionvwi nouaru nomivamu 6azamo nepeuwkoo
Ha waxy peanizayii EGD: eucoxy eéapmicme mpancgopmayii enepeii, inghnayito, HU3bKY Yacmiy 6i0HO8II08AHUX Odxcepen eHepeii 6
EeKOHOMIYT Mma PoCilicbKO-YKpaincobKy 6iuny. Ilumanns, Kopomko npoananizoeami 6 yii cmammi, OKpecaionms cman NoIbCbKoi ma
€esponelicvkoi enepeemuunoi besnexu ma exonoziunoi nonimuxu. Lle nuwe nepuii 6ucHogku 3 momenmy ozonowenis ioei €eponeticokoi
senenoi yeoou 6 €gponeticokomy Coiosi. Ilpuxaad Ionvwyi moowce nokasamu epexkmusnicmo norimuxu €sponeticokozo Cow3zy y cgepi
CNPAaseonueo2o nepexooy ma cmano2o posgumxy. Maubymui 0ociioxHcenHs Modcyms OYmu 30cepeodceHi na GUpiuenHi NOMoYHUX i

MatiOymuix npooiem, noe sI3aHux i3 6NPOBAOICEHHIM KIMamuunol neumpanorocmi ¢ Ilonvuyi.
Knrwuosi cnosa: European Green Deal, €eponeticoxuti Cors, [lonvwa, enepeemuyna norimuka, 0ekapOOHizayis, eHepeemuina
Oesneka, eKOHOMIKA.
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